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vs. 

. CHARLES REX SCOTT 
in his capacity as 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY of 

. CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA 
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NUMBER SSS1, 32\-A 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

CADDO PARISH; LOUISIANA 

PETITION FOR DAMAGES 

The petition of Don Ashley, a major resident and domiciliary of Shrevepor1, Caddo Parish, 

Louisiana, respectfully represents: 

1. 

Made defendant herein is Charles Rex Scott, Caddo Parish, Louisiana District Attorney, a 

major resident and domiciliary of Caddo Parish, Louisiana. 

2. 

Ashley was employed from 1973 until 1994 by the Shreveport Police Department ("SPD"), 

initially as a patrolman and ultimately, as a detective investigating homicides and other major crimes. 

Ashley's tenure at SPD was marked by excellent police work and loyal service to the citizens of 

Shreveport. 

3. 

In 1994, Ashley was persuaded by then Caddo Parish District Attorney Paul Carmouche to 

retire from SPD and accept employment by the Caddo District Attorney as investigator in the newly 

fo=ed Homicide Screening Section. 

4. 

During his employment with the D.A.'s office, Ashley perfo=ed investigative work on 

capital cases and other maj or homicide and felony matters. 

5. 

In2009 (the year Carmouche retired and Scott became the district attorney), Ashley assumed 

the position of chief investigator for the D.A.'s office and in addition to investigative work, Ashley 



was responsible for supervising other investigators in the D.A. 's office and handling related 

administrative duties. 

6. 

During his employm~nt with the D.A. 's office, Ashley earned a reputation as a highly 

competent and respected law enforcement professional, who was admired and trusted by law 

. enforcement officers, judges, attorneys and citizens with whom he had contact in the performance 

of his duties. 

7. 

In connection with his employment, beginning in 2009, Ashley (along with other D.A. 

investigators) was commissioned as a deputy by Caddo Parish Sheriff Steve Prator in order for 

Ashley to be authorized to serve subpoenas and other court documents with limited authority (and 

. only as necessary in his position as an investigator) to make arrests. 

8. 

During 2009, 2010 and 2011, Ashley became aware of certain activities engaged in by the 

D.A.'s office and some of its assistants that went beyond what he believed to be the prosecutorial 

mission of the distnct attorney. These activities included the acquisition of weapons, the active 

participation by certain assistant district attorneys in traditional police activities and the participation 

by those certain assistant district attorneys in other unorthodox prosecutorial activities. Ashley was 

uncomfortable with such activities and voiced his concerns to Scott, his staff and directly to the 

assistant district attorneys involved. 

9. 

In February 2012, Ashley became aware that the D.A.'s office had purchased eight M-16 

fully automatic weapons or machine guns and that delivery of the machine guns to the D .A.' s office 

was imminent. 

10. 

Based on his investigation into the D.A.'s office purchase of the machine guns, Ashley 

became aware that they had been purchased without the lmowledge and approval of Sheriff Steve 

Prator, as required by Louisiana law. He also believed that under the circumstances '(lack of training 



in the use of such weapons, lack of security for the handling and storing of such weapons and his 

concerns about the activities of certain assistant district attorneys as described above) purchase of 

the machine guns would lead to dangerous consequences. Ashley voiced his concerns about the 

illegality and potentially dangerous consequences of the machine gun purcbases to a number ofD.A. · 

staff members and supervising attorneys. He tried to meet with Scott to voice his concerns directly 

to him, but was unable to immediately secure a meeting. 

11. 

Ashley's voiced concerns were met with vague, conflicting and apparently untrue responses 

about the machine gun purchases from the D.A. staff members and supervising attorneys to whom 

he spoke. 

12. 

Troubled by this apparent lack of candor, Ashley spoke directly with Prator about the 

machine guns and confirmed that Prator had no knowledge of the machine guns having been 

purchased, nor did he approve of the D.A.'s office acquiring the machine guns. Prator further 

confirmed to Ashley that the acquisition.ofthe machine guns under the circumstances constituted · 

a violation of state law. 

13. 

On March 2, 2012, some three days after Ashley spoke to Prator about the machine guns, 

Scott fired Ashley. Scott stated that Ashley's employment was being terminated because "he had 

gone outside the office" by disclosing the machine gun purchases to Prator. 

14. 

Ashley's firing was: 

A. Reprisal for his having, in good faith, and after advising his employer that the . 

acquisition of the machine guns was in violation of state law, disclosed to Sheriff 

Prator that the D.A.'s office was acquiring the machine guns; 

B. Reprisal for his, in good faith, and after advising his employer that the acquisition 

of the machine guns was in violation of state law, having objected to and refused to 



participate iIi the acquisition, possession and use of the machine guns by the D.A.'s . 

office in violation of law; and 

C. Reprisal for and an effort to prevent his inevitable discovery and disclosure. of other 

violations of state and federal law in connection with the purchase of the machine 

guns. 

15. 

Scott's termination of Ashley's employment constitutes a violation of La. R. S. 23 :967, 

Louisiana's Whistleblower Statute and entitles Ashley to recover damages resulting from the 

tennination, including compensatory damages, back pay, benefits and reinstatement, along with 

reasonable attorney fees, court costs and legal interest. 

16. 

Ashley requests trial by jury on all issues. 

\VHEREFORE, Don Ashley prays that Charles Rex Scott be served with a copy of this . 

petition and be cited to appear herein and answer same and, after due proceedings, there be judgment 

in his favor, awarding damages, including compensatory damages, back pay, benefits and 

reinstatement, along with reasonable attorney fees, court costs and legal interest. 

Service information: 

Charles Rex Scott, 
Caddo Parish District Attorney 
501 Texas Street 
Shreveport, LA 71101 

400 Texas Street, Suite 1150 
P.O. Drawer 72 . 
Shreveport, Louisiana 71101-0072 
Telephone: (318) 221-1004 
Facsimile: (318) 221-0008 

ATTORNEYS FOR DON ASHLEY 



DON ASIaEY * NUMBER 
* 

vs. * FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

* 
CHARLES REX SCOTT * 
in his capacity as * 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY of * 
CADD"O PARISH, LOUISIANA * CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA 

VERIFICATION 

STATE OF 19(){;di~ 

COUNTY~AruSHOF ___ ~~~~b __ __ 

BEFORE:rv1E, came and appeared Don Ashley, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said that 

he is the plaintiff in the foregoing petition and that based upon his personal knowledge the 

allegations contained therein are true and correct. 

SWORN TO AND SUB~CRlBED on this-'Z-?:rlay of March, 2012. 


